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No. 9 
THE HORRORS 
oF 
OAKENDALE ABBEY. 
A ROMANCE. 


N the glo6my month of November, when 

the mountains in Cumberland were almoft 
concealed by the heavy black clouds which hung 
below their tops, and a thick drippling rain 
fcarcely left the few fcattered cottages of Oak- 
endale difcernible, the peafants were all retired 
to their habitations; and through this thick 
atmofphere the ftately ruins of the ancient 
Abbey appeared like a black mafs of immenfe 
length, and could only be diflinguifhed as a 
building, by the glimmering twinkling of the 
{mall panes of giafs from fome of the many win- 
dows which were difperfed, without uniformity, 
in this gloomy ftructure. 

The church clock had ftruck five, when a 
loud knocking at the cottage of Aaron Giles 
(who was intrufted with the keys of the Abbey) 
roufed him from a flumber to which the labours 
of the day, and the ftillnefs of the evening, 
had compofed him, and caufed a ftrange alarm 
to the reft of his family ; confifting of a notable 
Dame, now feated at the fpinning-wheel, a 
beautiful girl about fourteen years of age, and 
two ftout boys, who were quietly eating a picce 
‘of brown bread.—“ Lord” cried the wife and 
daughter, both in the fame breath, ‘* what can 
that be 2—Don’t open the door, father,” faid 
the girl, “ for fear it thould be one of the fpirits 
irom the Abbey.” 

The repeated knocking fufhiciently awakened 
Aaron, terrified the reft of the family, and a 
voice demandéa inftant admittance. 

Aaron, half bold, and haff afraid, regardlefs 
of the intreaties of thofe about him, ventured to 
undraw the bolt, and afk « Who was there ?” 


« You muft open the door,” replied a quick 


voice, and deliver to me the keys of the Abbey.” 


Aaron, who had by this time opened the door 
fufficiently to diftinguith a fervant well mounteel 
with a livery great coat on, entirely loft all fear 
and replied, « The keys of the Abbey! why, 
nobody would venture there at this time of night 
what can they be wanted for ?” 

«« Fora lady,” replied the fervant, “ who 

will be here within two hours, and you muft 
go with me, and your wife muit come alto, 
to make a fire, and get things in a little order 
and comfort for my Lady.” 

«“ Order and comfort for my Lady!” faid 
Aaron, (Holding the door faft in his hand) Tam 
fure there is no order or comfort to be had 


there.” 
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“No, no,” faid his wife, advancing fear- 
fully ; nobody don’t like te go there in day- 
time, much more when it is dark; and mafter 
muft not deliver the keys to any but my Lord 
hisfelf, or to Mufter Acre, the fteward.’ 


*¢ Prithee, give me the keys,” faid the fervant 
and keep me here no longer; for I have orders, 
both from my Lord and Mr. Acre, to receive 
them ; fo do not trifle, for no time is to be loft.’ 


Aaron fcratching his head, knew not what to 
do; but told the man “ he had better come in 
a bit; as for going to the Abbey, it was fooner 
faid than dene.—Why,” faid he, « you do not 


| know what you afk; we might be carried away, 


and never heard on any more. I never ventures 
in there without two or three as ftout as myfelf 
with me, and then we be juft frightened out of 
our lives.” : 


** Never fear,” replied the. footman, who had 
by this time difmounted, and was advancing in- 
to the houfe ; at the fame time taking a pitftol 
from his pocket, which he held in a menacing 
manner, faying, “ What the devil are you 
afraid of ? Why, I will engage to blow up all 
the ghofts in the country, if you will give me 
a draught of fomething to drink, for I am de- 
vilith dry.” 

The good woman tremblingly replied, “ She 
would give him fome cyder, provided he would 
put up the piftol, and not be blafphemous ; and 
the poor little girl, who with her brothers had 
fled to the further corner of the room, on feeing 
the piftol which he {till held in his hand, ad- 
vanced, fell upon her knees, and begged him 
not to kill them, for none of them never had 
done any harm. 


The beauty and innocence of this girl foften- 
ed the valiant boaftings of the footman ; and he 
inftantly returned the piftol to his pocket, faying 
«No, my pretty dear, I have no intention to 
hurt you.” 

During this time, Aaron was reading a letter 
the fervant had given him, which contained an 
order from Lord Oakendale, for his inftanly 
preparing tlie Abbey for the reception of a La- 
dy, who would be there on that very evening. 
Aaron, terrified at the idea of the undertaking, 
and yet feeing the rapa | of his obedience, 
inftantly fummoned two of his neighbors, who, 
together with the footman and himfelf, prepar- 
ed with lanterns to venture into that Abbey, 
which, even in the day-time, none of the ioha- 
bitants ever dared to enter, and which had been 
the terror of many generations. Some of the 
rooms were habitable, and it occupied in length 
many hundred feet of ground. A great part 
of it confifted of low crumbling walls, long paf- 
fages, or cloifters, and it had a communication 
with the village church. Jt was likewife fuppo- 
fed that there were vaults and fubterraneous 
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paflages under the whole building. The thick~ 
nefs of the walls befpoke the antiquity of its 
date, and the ftrength of the workmanthip defied 
the ravages of time; indeed no perfon in thefe 
parts pretended to trace its origin. ‘For the laft 
hundred years it had defcended with the Earl- 
dom of Oakendale ; but was naver remembered 
to have been inhabited for more than a few 
days. ° 

The tradition of the country recorded a 
dreadful murder that had been perpetrated in 
one of the rooms, which was evidently ftained 
with blood; and various tales were handed 
down to pofterity, with additional wonders ac- 
cording to the prolific fancy of the relater. 


One circumftance had lately impreffed the 
minds of the villagers with an affurance of its 
being under the dominion of fupernatural pow- 
ers, which was, that of a young man (about 
three months before the prefent period) Having 
arrived at the village, demanded the keys, and 
determined to explore the Abbey alone, and no 
trace or veltige having ever fince been difcovered 
concerning him. The keys were found in the 
doors ; nor was the horfe he came upon ever 
inquired after! To this place then, and at this 
feafon, fallied forth the above-mentioned four 
men, foiiawed by Dame Giles, with bed-clothes 
and other necefiaries, in order to prepare for 
the expected Lady. ‘The children followed 
with trembling %eps, equally afraid to be left at 
home as to proceed with their mother. 


Upon entering the great door, which was 
placed in a porch like that of a church, its pon- 
derous weight creeked upon its’ maffy hinges,. 
the echos of which founded with a tremenduous 
noife. A fmall narrow paffage led to a large 
hall, with high grated windows; at the four 
corners of which were narrow paflages leading 
to different apartments. In the centre of the 
hall were two folding deors, which opened into 
a fpacious room, the top of which terminated in 
a dome of great height; a ftaircafe on the right 
led to various rooms, long galleries, narrow paf- 
fages and clofets; long ranges of building ex- 
tended on each fide of the part they had entered, 
which appeared to be the only habitable place 
in this immenfe pile of building ; and ii: thefe 
the walls were fo damp, and even of thofe that 
were covered, the hangings were fo ragged, and 
the whole fo deftitate of furniture, that not the’ 
moit diftant idea of comfort could be imagined 
for the poor Lady, who was the expected inha- 
bitant of this gloomy manfion. 


After having fwept away the cobwebs, and 
cleared fome of the dirt, the good woman be- 
gan to confider where the poor Lady w's to 
fleep, for as yet they had not ventured up ftairs ; 
nor did they know if there was fuch a thing as 
a bed belonging to the Abbey. Not one of 
them would ftir a foot without the reff attend~ 
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ed; even the valiant footman would not pre- 
ceed alone, although : he pretended to bluiter 


and throw open the doors one after ant ther, 
iw caring at, and defying all the ghoits nm Chri if- 
tendom ; whilft the more ieaid: inhabitants of 
the village flared with fear and aftonifhment at 
his temerity. 

Beds there were, but {carcely in a condition 
to accommodate any one ; and, when Dame 
’ Giles fur veyed the tattered velvet of the cur- 
tains, and beheld the nodding teflcr ef immenfe 
height, fhe derived a fecret comfort from the 
comparifon between this, and much in favor of 
her own humble chamber at the cottage. 


Having arranged every thing in as much or- 
der as the time gor place would admit, and 
having met with nothing to alarm or terrify 
them, they fat down in expectation of the ar- 


rival of the Lady. They had not Waited long 
before a chaife sada four horfes (with fome difh- 
cultv, on account of the weeds and briars which 


impeded their w ay to the porch} drew up. 
Whenthe chaife door was opened by the footman 
a very beautiful young Lady appeared, eager to 
jump out. She was follov red by another, who 
frem a idant, eveTy wav 
inferior to the Lad) y hericlf 5 the geretiates of 
whole perfon at once infpived the hearts of the 
th equal wonder, pity and aiton- 
ifhment, that fo charming a young crea 
fhe ould be configned to fo dreary and. wretched 
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loft in wonder and furprife at 


her beauty, how infinitely more was their os 
miratic nt &xcited v when, in the moft mclodiou 
accents and engaging manner, fhe addrefled the 
woman and the gazing peafants, by afking them 
“ If they refided th ere , and if thev could affure 
1 ‘i 


her ther€ were no other perfons in the Abbey #” 
Giles, “we be 
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When*=the attended her the apartmen 
where the bed was, and ap Hogi ‘a for th 
coarfenefs of the fects and bed cloth: s, which 

» been furnifhed from her cottage, the Lad 
Z47C 2 100K f fiir’ rprife at the rags Sed of the 
bed, and the gioomy magnificence of the room, 

hich was laige, with an immenfe eaeckacs : 
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were reprefe 
iifmal appearance of the whole ; 
(with a figh) «ft fhali find no fault [believe ; 
but fhall probably fleep quieter than T have done 
for many nights pafl, in pleafanter rooms, and 
beds that feemed better coleulated for repoie.” 


and then faid 


The perfon who had come with her feemed 
to furvey every thing with a countenance of 
horror, and an expreiiian of fear; and, turning 
to the yor ung uaay,% faid, « My dear Ma idam, is 
it poMble that we can ftay in this melancholy 
place-alone ? Why, I never faw any thing: half 
fo difmal ; 1 thall not, Pamdfure, clofe my eyes 
in that frightful bed. Cannot you,” addreiling 
Dame Giles, “ itay with us to night ?” 

«« No,” replied the other ; “ I cannot, at the 
fame time thinking fhe would not, for all the 
world,” 


The young Lady, whofe name was Laura, 
faid to her companion, ** Why, furely you are 
not afraid of ghofts! and at prefent I fee norh- 
ing elfe to fear here; but, addrefling hérifclf to 
the daughter ef Dame Giles, who was clofe to 
her mother, fhe faid, “Perhaps you will ftay 
with us, my little maid; and when there are 
three of us we cannot be afraid.’ 

« No,” faid Peeey «Two nut ftay.” 

“Well, as you pleafe,” faid Laura; “ and 
asI am much fe itigued, I will not detain you any 
longer.” 

Dame Giles replenifhed the fire, left them a 
fuffici cnt number of lights, and departed, pro- 
mifing to come there early in the morning to 
prepare their breakfafts. Meantime the foot- 
man hadbcen giving orders to Aaron to go to the 
next market town, ‘aad provide them w ith every 
neceflary for their accommodation. He then 
delivered a letter into the hands of Laura, and 
refpectfuily withdrew. He returned to the cot- 
tage with Aaron, and the other two men; 


where, mounting his horfe, he rode away. The 
cottagers fpent fome time wondering zt the 


flrangencts of the ady enture, and exprefiing their 
fears, leit tl 1¢ Ladies might be carried away by 
the evil {piri its which were faid to haunt the 
Abbey 

Having left Laura and her companion in the 
and the inhe bit ants of Oakendale gui- 
fe, it may be 

account.of the f; 


and how Laura 
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ufually feen after it was datk looking’ through 
the windows, with {treams of bloed rpnuin 

from her throat. ‘Tales of this mercy 

led the minds of the fim ple villagers with dreaq. 
ful apprehenfions; but whiat had given a 
revfonable colour and ftrength to thefe fear 
were, two circumftances, which had happened 
within only a twelye month of cach other 3 one 
was, that of a young geritlernan’s never bein 

heard of after going to explore the Abbe y 5 the 
other, of another gentieman’s endeavouring to 
lleep there, who was fo extremely terrified b 

noiles, howlings and phantoms, that, although a 
determined and refolute man, be was obliged te 
relinguifh the defign, and to pafs the remain, 
der of the night with one of the villagers ina 
cottage, 


Lord Oakendale, the prefent Earl, had ney. 
er feen the Abbey ; he had no doubt heard the 
reports, but, being a very diffipated man, he gave 
no heed to them, much Jefs had any delire to 
have them inveitigated. He was the eldeft of 
two brothers, who were the only turviving fons 
of a numerous progeny, .Their difpofitions, 
manners, perfons and fentiments, were, from 
their eariicit childheod, fo totally opposie, that 
net the moft difkant familarity sould ever be 
difcovered. Robert, the elder, who was the pre- 
fent Earl, was hanglity, imperious, vindictive, 
vaity. arid, artful ; and, if any {pring of latent 
viriue “ieoka in his heart, it was fuppreffed and 
overpowered by theie vices. His perfon was 
far {uperior to his mind ; for there, indeed, the 
graces fhone forth with conipectinus luftre. He 
was tall, wel] proportioned, and of a bold and 
manly countenance. His brother William, 
though lefs in Ratuve, was equally wel] made, 
and had the moft engaging and attraétive fea. 
tures. Ancexpreilive countenance difplayed a 
mind fraught with every nent virtue that could 
adorn a Chriftian and a foldiey. Ata very ear- 

page he entered the army, and diftinguifhed 
Sige If in the fervi = b-< his country by more 
than one noble and gellant action 3 daring which 
time his brother was feading a life, not only of 

nactiyity, but of unlimited debauchery of eve» 
= lind, ‘lwo years after the death of the late 
Earl, he fopnd himfelf fo embarrafied and his 
fortune fo little equal to his expences, that he 
was under the ne ceility of repairing it by a mar- 
riage, in which love formed no part of the cou- 
tract. 


Mifs Rainsford, the only child of Lord Weft- 
Aho. ny was the exact cour ate) rpartof her lover, 
if the appeliation of lover.could be givcn to one 
whoie motives were guided by the dehre of 
wealth or ambition ; an union, founded upon 
ich a bafis, could be produétive of nothing but 
atiety and difcord ; her fortune was periecily 
convenient to him, and a fecuired that, he 
conceived adetermitied haired to her. She fol- 
lowed her inctindtions entirely 3 and, as they 
eotertained a matidindite ence for cz 
contempt and averfion foon followed. 
William returned fiom the 
with 
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to undermine his advancement, and prevent his 
gi aining that rank to which his merits fo juftly 
imtitled him.—Unfutpicious, and j jadging of ev- 


ey heart by his‘own, William ‘couw'd ‘not fee 
through the} hy y pocrity of Lerd Oakendale ; and 
with a cot ented mind he patiently waited the 
difpenfations of fortuti®. ‘Thus ‘loo! king for- 
ward with hope, with tender adicus to his broth- 
er, to whom he looked as his only relation and 
beft friend, he embarked with his regiment for 
the Taft Indies. In the mean time Lord Oak- 
endale continued his diMipated life, and, having 
no children, he had formed no cement of Con- 
jugal felicity. He had met with Laura in a ve- 
ry obfcure part of South Wales, where he had 
. en bathing the preceding autumn, He was 

vonderfuily ftruck with her beauty, and alto- 

gether pleated with her manners. From the fivft 
pl nent’ he beheld her, he was determined to 
policfs her perfon ; and finding, upon acquain- 
tance, that an uncommon delicacy and virtuous 
principle governed ail her actions, he carefully 
concealed from her that he was a married man 
till he had learned her fieuation, and had, as he 
1! hought, made an intereft in her affections, and 
fecured every bar which might oppote his hap- 
pinefs. But, as her hiftory will make a-prina- 
cipal part ef this work, we fhali only at prefent 
inform our readers, that he had fent ‘her 10 this 


«| ae abode, under the idea that the horfors of | 


1¢ place, and the obfeurity of the village, would 
= difpote a’ mind, like hers,. to, coincide 
with his wilhes, than the allurements of a gay- 
er fcene. 


The letter the footmandhad ieft with her was 
from his Lordfhip, containing an apelogy for 
his having configned her to {> melancholy and 
yude a fituation; afluring her that he fhould 
not intrude upon her retirement without her 
permiifion, and concluding with his unalterable 
dove and reipect 

After Dame Giles and the otfer villagers had 
left Laura and fhe heard the gate of the Abbey 
tocked upen her, a found which terrified her 
more fearful companion, fhe opened and perui- 
<i Lord Guicendaie’s ietter, which having care- 
isi read, and gathering fatisfaction from his 

romife of not Coming there, fhe propofed going 
10 d ted, with the idea of enjoying a better night’s 

reft than fhe hhad experienced tor many of the 
pat: but her companion wifhed to fit up, be- 
mg, as fhe declared, afraid to confign hertelf 
to flecp.in fo diimal a. xom, and full more difmal 
looking bed. Laura, who entertained no fears 
of this nature, determined to undrefs herfelf, 
and feck that repofe of which fhe Roget in need 5 
and Mary,her companion, being eguallyafraid to 
fiiup,if Laura fhould goto flcep : therefore, how- 
ever rehictantly, prepared to do the fame. 
}.aura, whefe body was fatigued, and her mind 
divefted. of fear foon {el} into a pro- 

found fleep ; but Mary, without ever having. 
fieard any ¢ ales concerning the Abbey gave wayto 
the fancies the formed feip i its anpearanee 5 5 and 
a thoutand apprehenfions, of fhe knew not whet, 
mad her: ii at open her eyes, orto ihutthem, 
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her compa nion. The account fhe pave in the 
morning, was, that foon after fhe had beew in 
bed, the plainly heard the % ufid of doors open- 
iug and fhutting, and upon liffening mor ¢ at- 
tentively, fhe heard voices whifsering, 
fteps at, Or very near, the chamber door. All 
thefe relations, when repeated in the morning 
to Laura, the treated as idle chimeras of a fear- 
ful apprehen%on ;° declaring fire had never in 
her life flept better, and that it was her fixed 
refolution ‘to explore every part of the Abbey 
before the enfuing ‘night. 


and foot- 


Ds me Giles, attended by hee daughter, ar- 
red at the Abbey with their breakfafts ; and 
priests at finding them fafe where fhe had left 
them, began making the fire, aud moving about 
with morealaerity than fhe had done the preced- 
ing night.4 but gave Mttleor no anfwer tothe in- 
terrogatorics of Mary coneerning the Abbey, 
and who or what beings befides 5 a Na were 
fuppoled go bethe inhabitants of it. 


Dame Giles faid, «* She knew of nobody be- 
ing in it but themfelves ;” and, not willing to 
increafe her fears, added, oe Th at the pafliges 
were long and narrow, and the wirid might 
whiftie and draw through them hike voices.” 


Laura, whofe beautiful countenance, refycfh- 
ed by fleep was animated with uncommon Juf- 
tre, laughed at their converfation ; again declar- 
ing her intetition of taking a furvey of the Ab- 
bey, as well as walking round the hills which 
feemed to furround it; ‘the beauty of which the 
admired as fhe viewed them through the {mall 
cafements of the windows. 


The {un fhone vpon the tops of the hiils, and 
its filver rays, which reficCted upon the aay 
turf with a dazzling whitenefs, gave it a che “4 
ful appearance.— —* Tell me not, faid fhe, of 
voices and noifes, here is nothing to create 
fear ; hark, how the robin twitters his gentle 
note ; and. fee how the froft glitters upon the 
verdure | The winds only befpeak the wintry 
feafon, but nothing’ to infpire notions either of 
ear or dread. Ah! would fortune but fmilc 
upcn me with the fame benign afpeét that the 
face of nature does, how li tle | fhoukl have to 
regret; atid how well fheuld I be p‘cafed to re- 
main all my days in this fequeftered retirement:? 
Bat, alas! no fuch happirefs awaits me—a 
peor urprots ‘Cted orphan, without a claim up- 
on any h suman being, nothing but my own cou- 
age and virtue to yuerd me from the power of 
avinain ! Ah me! my own reflections are tlie 
bittereft accon'paniments of my folitude.” Dur- 
ing thisfoiilequy, which burft involuntarily from 
the opprefied heart of Laura, her two compan- 
ions Mood m mute attention, the one. knowing 
or partly guefling, that ihe.had juft reafon for 
her complaints, and the other ftaring at her 
without well underftanding the meaning of her 
fpeech ; which, being uttered in 4 pathetic 
coice, and in fentiments rather above her com- 
prchenfion, induced her to entertain the.idea 
of her being nad, and brovght there for con- 
finement ; but when Laura turned her Joveby 
face towards them, and the pearly tears-chafed 
each other down: the faireft cheeks that nature 
ever formed, whilft, her ex ‘pre! five eyes feemed 
to afk fer hapty aibehing voice, the gentler paf- 


onthe heart of Dame Giles ; ine 
fair objet 
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fore hi ets and, in 2 


silesener tess dalton 
melting ftrain, fhe replied, 


“ God hetp you, my poor young Lady ;-furend 


body weulc go to hur: fo {weet acreature !” and 
looking at Mary, a3 if to gathcr fome informa, 
tion fi om her concerning who and what they 
averc, fh “Ah : 
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coitinucd, fatty Ye FURIE ¢ nrort oe 
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anathies feaing, as I. fuppete, ye be » fens here by 
my Lord’s orders 5 and.to-by fure it 13 a melan- 
choly place, and fom how | never thought as 
l could a been in it fo Jong 2at a time; ber ule 
makes perfect, and I bent f 

laft nights and when f 
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t comcs agaill to get your 
1: ast fs ! ere 
dinners, } thinks I fhant be afeard at all. 
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« here w not! 
and I mutt defire you * ill g give fic 


‘ No,” faid Laura, 
ee 
afraid of 5 
the keys of .allihe roonas in the Abbe v. that I 
av have the fatisfaic f on et 
may have the fatisfaction o 
“Why,” faid Dame Giles, “ then here they 
be, at the fame time giving her a bunch of rut 
, B 
ty keys 5 bue T think as how you had better | 
conan with this here room, and them tha 
ye fee below, for I betieve the others be but dif- 
mal places, by all account ; for I néver feed them 
fince I was a little un, and then went but a lis 
tle way, and we was a good many on us.” 
*¢ And what did you ‘fee ?” faid Mary, impa- 
tiently. 


“ 


going over tiem. 


om 4 
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«“ Flaws, Madam ! 1” faid Dame Giles, “ I cant 
remember ;” and fo feying fhe haftened to leave 
them to make the fearch by themfelves, left they 
fhould have requefted lier to accompany them. 


She was no fooner. gone, and thetr breakfaft 
over, than’ Laura, taking up the keys, faid, 
«« Come Mary, iet us begin our furvey. I pro- 
mife myfelf great amufement from the employ- 
ment, and I defire you will have no fears. 


Mary looked as if flie ha& rather have been 
excufed ; but cafting her eyes round the room 
with a fearful kind of obfervation,the fun, which 
glimmering through the narrow panes of glafs, 
diffufed a cheering light, and rendered ev ery ob- 
ject leis gloomy than it hada appeared the night 
before by only the jight of the candles ; the 
therefore confented to attend Laura, who led 
the way ; and having left their chamber, fhe 
proceeded to her right t along a low dark gallery, 
on the fides of which fome doors opened into 
{mall roems, molt of them dark, ind others ad- 
mitting but a imall portion of light, entirely 
without furniture, except an old high-b icked 
chair, or the remains of an old ftuffe =d couch. 

The end of the gallery terminated in a nar- 
row ftone ftaircafe, down which Laura, follow- 
ed by her tremblimg companion, defcended. 
When fhe came to the bottom, 3 a door prefented 
itfelf, to the Jock of which fhe applied one of the 
keys, and then anether, until the found one that 
opened it ; and, although the key was exceed- 
ingly rufty, the lock turned with great cafe. 


The room, into which they now entered, wa 
one of the moft difmal they had yet feen. It 
was paved with ftone, was long and narrow, with 


a gothi¢ window ina recefs on the right fide. 


sle 


The dim light which it admitted was almoft ob. 
feured by the ivy on the outiide ; and the dark 
and overgrown ‘bough is of a yew--t ‘tree hanging 
clufe to: lt, gave a nmoft me lancholy appearance 
to the wh ole: Ind@ed Laura, for the firlt.tinie, 


felt a fhuddering a knew not 
9 
wha: 5 aid | Mai ry be Bee her to Ieare the room, 


t the i idea of fhe 








snd proceed no further; fora dark paffage, or 
cloitter, without a door, prefented itelf at the 
end of the room, and was neither floored or 
paved, but feemed to lead to fome fubterrancous 
abode. 


Laura endeavoured to fummon all her cour- 
age, and, regardlefs of her companion’s intrea- 
ties, was venturing to explore the cloifter, when 
a ruftling noife made her ftart, and retreat from 
the low arch which led to its entrance. 


Mary fcreamed with affright, and ftood with 
her hands held before her eyes, left they thould 
encounter fome fight too terrific for her to fup- 
port. Laura likewife trembled; the boughs of 
the yew tree waved their dark branches againtft 
the window, and the whole appearance of the 
place aegmented her fears. She took her com- 
panion’s arm, and was haftily preparing to re- 
turn, when 2 large stant ercolien, aidch food 
im one corner of the room, attracted her notice, 
and fhe inftantly accounted for the ruftling, by 
fuppofing that a rat or moufe might be within- 
fide of it ; and, as this idea difpelled her fears, 
and renewed her courage, fhe advanced to the 
place where it ftood, determined to lift up the 
lid, and fee what it contained. She did fo; 
but how was fhe ftruck with horror and aftonith- 
ment, when the fkeleton of a human body pre- 
fented itfelf to her affrighted view! She gave 
an involuntary fcream, and, dropping the lid 
from her trembling hand, the found, echoing 
through the hollow roofs, vibrated with terror 
upon her palpitating heart; and the had juft 
fuficient power to fay to Mary, in a tremulous 
voice, “ Let us be gone.” 


Mary, who had not feen what the trunk con- 


tained, but remained fome paces behind, with } 


her hands covering her cyes, on perceiving that 
Laura had difcovered fomething frightful, was 
#ill more alarmed, and haftily advanced to 
make an efcape from a room, which, from the 
frit moment fhe beheld it, had filled her with 
apprehenfons. 


Laura had jvf ftrength enough to lock the 
door, ard then proceeded back again to their 
own apartment, which, in comparifon with thofe 
poe had been viewing, appeared light and plea- 
ant. 


Mary congratulated herfelf on her return, 
and told Luara the hoped fhe had now enough 
of exploring the Abbey, which prefented no- 
ching but difmal places and frightful objedts ; 
and the had no doubt was haunted by fome of the 
people who had, fhe was fure, been murdered 
there ; nor had fhe any doubt but their ghofts 
would appear at night, and inform them who 
were their murderers. . 


Laura Segged the would not give way to fuch 
idle fancies. ‘ ‘That I have been frightened,” 
fays the, “I confefs; and I alfo confeis, that I 
em afhamed of myfelf for being fo. A little 
reafon and recollection will conquer my fears, 
and enable me, at fome future day, to put my 
defign in execution, and furvey every part of the 
Abbey. What was there to fear in feeing the 
bones of a fellow-creature, whofe peaceful athes 
were as quietly depofited there as in the moul- 
dering earth? As to ghoits, the believed in no 
fuch thing; ® was not the dead from whom fhic 
had any apprebenfions, and fhe would never 
believe that the righteous Judge of all the earth, 





and an whom alone fhe placed her confidence, 
would futer her to be vifited and tegrified for 
the fins of former ages. If-any neceffary dif- 
coveries were to be made through her means, 
fhe might, and cught to be thankful for being 
confidered as an inftrument worthy to bring 
good out of evil. That we fhould be alarmed 
atthe fight of our fellow-creatures, when. they 
had no longer any power to hurt us, was a fad 
proof of the weaknefs and depravity of our na- 
ture, and fhe owned fhe felt the force of taat 
depravity in having been fo much frightened at 
what fhe had feen ; and although fhe could not 
boaft of any fuperior courage, yet it fhewed her 
the neceflity of making the utmoft of that reafon 
which had been fo liberally diffufed in our com- 
pofitions for the belt and wifeft purpofes.— 
Thus fhe reafoned, and having no one to oppofe 
her arguments (for Mary fat in filent admiration 
of her judgment and eloquence) fhe had worked 
herfelf up to a kind of enthufiaftic cougage, and 
faid the would again venture to complete -her 
defign, and would not even afk ey to accom- 
pany her, if the had any fears; 

part fhe felt equal to the attempt, and was rifing 
in order to put her defign in execution, when 
Mary befought her to defift: “ Pray,” fays the, 
«“ defer it till Dame Giles comes at dinner time, 
and perhaps fhe will go with you; for, as to 
myfelf, I cannot accompany you, and I fhould be 
as much afraid to {tay here atone.” 


Laura allowed herfelf to be perfuaded, and 
had lefs difficulty in getting Mary to take a walk 
with her on the outfide of the Abbey before the 
fun went down, for the had no fort of objection 
to turning her back upon fo difmal an abode, 
and would have been heartily glad never to have 
fet her foot in the infide any more, They ac- 
cordingly proceeded down the ftaireafe, and out 
of the door through which they had ensered the 
preceding night. 


Laura had now an opportunity of obferving, 


-that the Abbey was fituated in a deep valley, 


furrounded by hills of an enormous and ftupen- 
dous height, whofe craggy tops feemed to bend 
over the {pace that contained a few fcattered 
cottages, which, with a fmall old church and 
the Abbey, formed the whole of the village. She 
proceeded to a rifing ground to the right of the 
building, from whence fhe had a more perfect 
view of the Abbey, the length of which appear- 
ed to be fome hundred feet, chough it f eed 
much longer than it really it was from the iow- 
nefs of the ftructure. The church was a building 
of the fame date ; duty was fometimes performed 
in it by a neighboring clergyman, but it appear- 
ed, as well as the Abbey, in a very decayed itate. 
A low arch, or cloifter, feemed to run from the 
right wing of the Abbcy, and joined the church- 
yard, 


Upon examining the fituation of the windows, 
and particularly the yew-tree near one of them, 
Laura was convinced that this arch was the 
fame that enclofed the paflage, or cloifter, which 
led from the difmal room wherein fhe had feen 
the fkeleton ; and fle again reprobated her fears 
when fhe confidered that, as the cloifter com- 
municated with the church yard, it was ealy to 
fuppofe a fkeleton might weil be conveyed to a 
place fo near it, for want of room, or for feme 
other reafon 5 and yexed that this idea had not 


~ 


or her own. 





occurred to her fooner, fhe again condemned her 
fearfulneis, and determined to make a iecond 
attempt as foon as another day prefented itfelf, 

The hour now approaching when the day 
began to get dreary, and obferving Dame Giles 


_ coming to prepare their dinner, the propofed to 


Mary to return to the Apbey, who followed her 
companion, although with reluétance 5 for the 
had much rather a encountered the incle- 
mency of the weather, or oy inconvent- 
ence, than again venture into the gloomy Abbey; 
the whole of which Laura was fo defirous of 
exploring, that the was with difficulty perfuaded 
from making the attempt, even though the day 
was fhutting in. 


The night paffed like the preceding one, ex- 
cept that Laura, when awakened Mary, 
almoft fancied the heard a faint whifper at the 
chamber door; but fhe was unwilling to give 
credit to fuch improbabie alarms, and was refolv- 
ed to place them to thofe impofitions of fancy, 
which the itilinefs of the night, and the fitua- 
tion of the place, might naturally infpire. 


Her courage completely returned with the 
light of the morning, and the arofe pieafed with 
the fcheme fhe had projected of examining every 
corner, as well as every room in the Abbey, 
feeling herfeit fuperior to any fears the enter- 
prife might occafion. For this purpofe fhe 
requefted Dame Giles would ftay with Mary 
during the time the fhould be gone ; and fhe 
really felt fo courageous that fhe preferred going 
alone, left Mary’s fears, by fuggefting fooli 
fancies, might create fomething like them in 
herfelf. 


She firft proceeded down the great ftair-cafe, 
and examined the rooms below, of which fhe 
had not taken fufficient notice either on her 
entrance, or when fhe went to walk. The hall 
was large, dark, and the paving decayed; arufty 
helmet, and a large fword, of ar immenfe length, 
hung againft a wall, half covered- with green 
dump; a folding door, witha top pannel broke, 
opened to a large room, in the form of a rotun- 
do, with a high arched window, on which were 
emblazoned many coats of arms on painted 
glafs. Heraldry was Laura’s favourite ftudy ; 
but fhe could not give up the prefent time to in- 
veftigate the arms of the houfe of Oakendale, fo 
much was fhe bent upon making difcoveries 
more gratifying to her curiofity. On the left 
of this room, a door, which appeared in better 
prefervation, and more modern form than any of 
the others, attracted her notice. She inftantly 
opened if, and a full length pi€ture of a Lady, 
ina Vandyke drefs, arrefted her attention. ‘The 
frame had been gilt, and was of heavy carved 
work ; but feemed falling to decay, and the can- 
vafs in fome places was loofened trom it. The 
portrait exhibited a countenance of the moft at- 
tractive kind; the complexion was beautiful, 
and the features regular. Laura’s eyes were 
rivetted to it. She could not aceotnt for the 
fsfeinating expreflion which allured her atten- 
tive obfervation; fhe ftood contemplating the 
foft fearures till the almoft fancied the fweet 
mouth fmiled upon her, and fhe was reluétantly 
withdrawing herfelf from fo pleafing a portrait, 
in the countenance of which fhe felt, fhe knew 
not how, interefted ; when a faint exprefhon of 
iurprile burft from her lips, at obferving upon 
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